
MISSION: Improve the health of all people in Mississippi by supporting family medicine physicians. 

March 2, 2026 

The Honorable Hob Bryan 
Misissippi State Senate  
Mississippi State Capitol  
Jackson, MS   

Dear Senator Bryan: 

The Mississippi Academy of Family Physicians writes to express our 
staunch support for establishing the Fetal and Infant Mortality Review 
Panel. HB 1637 creates a multidisciplinary body that will review morbidity 
and mortality in the fetal to one-year old population to provide a cross-
sector evaluation of the factors impacting the health of our babies. This 
panel will complement Mississippi’s existing Child Death Review Panel 
and Maternal Mortality Review Committee. By strengthening 
collaboration and system-level learning, this panel will help advance 
meaningful, data-driven improvements in maternal and infant health 
across Mississippi. 

Fetal and infant mortality is widely recognized as a core indicator of 
health system performance. Unfortunately, Mississippi continues to 
experience elevated rates of morbidity and mortality. What Mississippi 
needs is systemic improvement. Utilizing evidence-based approaches to 
evaluate causes, gaps, and needs in our system may help the state 
target improvements that could lead to fewer lives lost. The Mississippi 
State Department of Health has the experience and expertise to provide 
the deliberative space for the panel to evaluate systemic deficiencies 
and recommend policy reforms and guide interventions. 

We commend legislative leadership for prioritizing maternal and infant 
health and urge passage of this important legislation. Mississippi’s 
families deserve a coordinated, evidence-driven approach to improving 
outcomes for our most vulnerable infants. 

We respectfully urge favorable consideration of this legislation. 

Sincerely, 

James Ervin, MD, FAAFP 
President  
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