
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisiana needs more primary health care providers – more nurses and more doctors – working together in coordinated, 
integrated health care teams to meet this growing demand. Substituting nurses—even advanced practice nurses—for licensed 
physicians would, without question, reduce patient access to the best care possible. 

What are the issues?  
There is a shortage of primary care physicians throughout much of the country.  To rectify this, interest groups are pushing for 
independent practice for nurse practitioners.  

 

 Problem – primary care physicians and nurse practitioners do not share the same levels of expertise, training, 
or knowledge.  

 

 Problem – health professionals’ training has a direct impact on the depth and quality of patient care.  
 

 Problem - this expands nurse practitioner practices beyond their training and appropriate scope.  
 

 Problem - this reinforces a two-tiered health care system.  
 

 Problem - this is a public health / public safety concern.  

What are the Solutions?  
To meet our health care needs, especially in rural and underserved areas, investments must be made in: 

 Increase support for primary care physician education; 
 Increase support for programs to help medical students pay back or defray medical school debt so a career in 

primary care is truly available, and; 
 Improve primary care physician payment to encourage students to consider primary care as a career. 
 Support a physician-led team based approach – The Patient Centered Medical Home  
 Training more primary care physicians will increase access and strengthen primary care. 
 Incentivize students and residents to choose the primary care specialty. 
 Provide Scholarships & loan forgiveness programs are critical for primary care physicians.  

 

ALL health care providers are part of the SOLUTION, but are NOT a substitute for 
physicians. 

 
For more information, please contact Ragan LeBlanc of the Louisiana Academy Family  
Physicians at 225.923.3313 or rleblanc@lafp.org or visit www.lafp.org.  

Letting Non-Physicians Practice Medicine is NOT a Solution to Access! 
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